while India, a Hindu-majority country, accounts for 12%-17% of the intestinal helminth disease cases in addition to 41% of the global registered leprosy cases and a significant burden of trachoma [6] .
Today, the adherents of Islam, Roman Catholicism, and Hinduism comprise roughly 47% of the world's population (Table 1 ) [13] , yet as shown in Table 2 , they account for up to 80% of the world's cases of intestinal helminth infections and 85% of the world's registered leprosy cases, in addition to almost two-thirds of the global cases of schistosomiasis and onequarter of the trachoma cases. These high prevalence NTDs not only have a devastating health impact on these populations, but as noted above, they also represent major reasons why such populations cannot escape poverty. There is also a curious relationship between the high prevalence NTDs and international conflict [14] .
Through programs of mass drug administration (MDA) it is possible to reduce the prevalence and intensity of many of the most common NTDs, and in the case of LF, onchocerciasis, and trachoma, MDA is leading to the elimination of these diseases as public health problems [15] . Since 2005, efforts have been in place to integrate the elimination or control of the seven most common NTDs, including LF, onchocerciasis, and trachoma, as well as the intestinal helminth infections and schistosomiasis, through a package of drugs administered once or twice yearly and at a cost that averages US$0.50 per person annually [1, 2, 15, 16] . Currently, support for these low-cost packages has been largely limited to the governments of the United States and United Kingdom as well as some private philanthropies [16, 17] , but there is an urgent need to expand global support in order to provide MDA for all of the bottom billion at risk for the NTDs. Multidrug therapy (MDT) for leprosy also represents a low-cost intervention that could lead to the elimination of that disease [15] . For hookworm and schistosomiasis, new vaccines are in development, which might also lead to the elimination of these conditions [18] .
The gap in global coverage for MDA and MDT to target the NTDs that disproportionately affect the world's Muslims, Catholics, and Hindus affords an opportunity to establish a unique interfaith dialogue among religious leaders. Given that the NTDs are trapping such popula- Table 1 . Global population numbers by religion [13] . www.plosntds.org
